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Is this equal?



Hyper-testing

Technocratic relationships

Lack of teachers of color

Lack of male teachers

High teacher turnover

School to prison pipeline

ACGR is Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate (see National Center for Education Statistics) 

Emphasis on outcome over process

Widening gaps
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Largest income gap in the 
history of the industrialized 

world (Reich, 2013)



Highest per capita 
incarceration rate in history 

of industrialized world 
(703:100,000)

(International Center for Prison Studies, 2015) W
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#94: United States

Ranked 94th 
Global Peace Index  

(2015)
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London, England 
circa 1854 
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Getting What We Need When We Need It

Hungry Thirsty Hella Thirsty
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Begin with Maslow (1943)

Relationships

Relevance

Responsibility





Relationships

“Students do not 
care what we know 

until they know 
that we care.” 

-H. Kohl 



Research Concurs

Robert Sapolsky, PhD 
Professor of Biological Sciences,  
Neuroscience, and Neurosurgery



Again,

Brené Brown, PhD 
Research Professor 

College of Social Work 
University of Houston



…and again.

David Williams, PhD 
Harvard School of Public Health

Elizabeth Blackburn, PhD 
Professor of Biology and Physiology 

University of California, SF  

Bruce McEwen, PhD 
Professor of Neuroscience 

Rockefeller University

Nadine Burke-Harris, MD 
CA Surgeon General



Relevance

Students' lives, 
communities,families, 
& ethnic, cultural, and 

linguistic histories. 
. 



Education

Why does relevance matter?

Ethnic Studies

Medicine

Neuroscience

Psychology

Social Epidemiology



Builds critical hope (Duncan-Andrade, 2009)

Why does relevance matter?

Builds self-esteem (Maslow, 1943)

Builds knowledge of self (Dee & Pinner, 2016)

Interrupts stereotype threat (Steele, 2010)

Pygmalion or Golem Effect (Rosenthal & Jacobson, 2002)

Critical growth mindset (Dweck, 2006)



Responsibility

Maslow, 
Maslow, 
Maslow.



Why does responsibility matter?



What does 
responsibility 

look like?



Who wins?
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